Ascension Sunday

The Holy Eucharist Rite II
10:00 am, May 29, 2022
St. Alban’s is an inviting faith community striving to live out the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
So, no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

330 85th Ave. St. Pete Beach Florida (727)360-8406
stalbansbeach@gmail.com

www.stalbanstpetebeach.org

Welcome to St. Alban’s Episcopal Church.
Below is information we hope you will find helpful
as we worship together this morning.
•

Please be sure your phones are turned off or put in airplane mode.

•

Bathrooms are located in the narthex (front door entry vestibule). One is also
located in the Welcome Center.

•

If you are new to St. Alban’s, we are glad you are here! We would love to get to
know you. Please take a moment to fill out a visitor card (found in the pews).
Parishioners are also available to greet you and answer any questions you may
have; stop in the Welcome Center after the service.

The Diocese of Southwest Florida’s current policy is that masks are
voluntary. If you are more comfortable wearing a mask in church, we encourage you
to do so. In addition, there is plenty of space to spread out if you would like to social
distance.
Once again, welcome to St. Alban’s!

June Birthdays: Georgia Acosta (13), Kimberly Wales (26), Dave Gray (26), Linda
Jordan (27), Kimberly Wales (26)
June Anniversaries: Joe & Joanne MacConnell (17)
Email the Parish Office if you have a June Birthday or Anniversary that is not listed!
We want to recognize and celebrate you!
Prayers Requested For: Phil & Louisa Thomas, Hugh (husband of Emma
McCullough), Glad McCurtain, Eljeane Gibson, Jim Inmon, Henry & Pat (friends of
Kay L), Debra Odom (niece of Joan Elder), Dr. Effie Chow (friend of Kay L), Ryan (5year-old son of Beth Gregory’s friend), John Sanders and Shelley Willis, Jeanine
Nickerson (sister of Elaine Jett), Sylvia Dumas (sister of Linda Wyatt), Ed Keller
(friend of Al Yoder), Jo-Ann (sister-in-law of Beth Gregory), Joseph Babich (relative of
Kay L), Melanie Lamar (friend of Kay L)
(If you would like to add a name to the Prayer List, please call or email the Parish
Office. Please provide the relationship of the person to you.)
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The Word of God
Entrance Hymn 717

Celebrant:
People:

My Country ‘Tis of Thee

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that
we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Gloria S-280
Glory to God in the Highest
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.
Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all
heavens that he might fill all things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according
to his promise, he abides with his Church on earth, even to the end of the ages;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
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The First Reading: Acts 1:1-11

A reading from the book of Acts
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the
beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering
he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them
during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with
them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise
of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; for John baptized
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from
now."
So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will
restore the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or
periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." When he had said this, as they were
watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going
and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by
them. They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you
saw him go into heaven."

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks Be to God.
Psalm 47 Omnes gentes, plaudite
(said responsively)

1 Clap your hands, all you peoples; *
shout to God with a cry of joy.
2 For the Lord Most High is to be feared; *
he is the great King over all the earth.
3 He subdues the peoples under us, *
and the nations under our feet.
4 He chooses our inheritance for us, *
the pride of Jacob whom he loves.
5 God has gone up with a shout, *
the Lord with the sound of the ram's-horn.
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; *
sing praises to our King, sing praises.
7 For God is King of all the earth; *
sing praises with all your skill. (Continued)
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8 God reigns over the nations; *
God sits upon his holy throne.
9 The nobles of the peoples have gathered together *
with the people of the God of Abraham.
10 The rulers of the earth belong to God, *
and he is highly exalted.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks Be to God.
The Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints,
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my
prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to
the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,
far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name
that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all
things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church,
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks Be to God.
Sequence Hymn 608

Eternal father, Strong to Save
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The Holy Gospel: Luke 24:44-53
The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said to his disciples, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was
still with you-- that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he opened their minds to
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am
sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you
have been clothed with power from on high."
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.
While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into
heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and
they were continually in the temple blessing God.
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon

The Rev. Omar Reyes

The Apostle’s Creed (Said in unison, standing)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People Form IV (said responsively ; all remain standing)

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. (Silence)
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace;
that we may honor one another and serve the common good. (Silence)
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. (Silence)
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We pray for the Pack-a-Sack families, the clients and staff of Celebrate Outreach, the
residents and staff of Carlton Manor, and the Clients of the CASA Program; Bless all
whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them,
and love one another as he loves us. (Silence)
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and
hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. (Silence)
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, praying especially for those who died
this week in the mass shootings in the supermarket in Buffalo, New York, and Robb
Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas; may your will for them may be fulfilled; and we
pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. (Silence)
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
(Silence)
Celebrant: Almighty God, to whom are needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask
only what accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our
blindness cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace
The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
Announcements & Birthday Blessings
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The Holy Communion
Celebrant: Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and
sacrifice to God.
Offertory Hymn 494
Crown Him With Many Crowns

Doxology (all stand) Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly host, praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Through your dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ our Lord. After his glorious resurrection
he openly appeared to his disciples, and in their sight ascended into heaven, to prepare
a place for us; that where he is, there we might also be, and reign with him in glory.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all
the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
Name:
Sanctus S-130
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(The people stand or kneel)

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken
through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This
is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this
for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father.
Celebrant and People:
We remember his death.
We proclaim his resurrection.
We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting
to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by
the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ,
and bring us to that heavenly country where, with Blessed Alban, our patron, and the
Blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
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thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant: Alleluia, Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People:
Therefore let us keep the feast, Alleluia.
Celebrant: The gifts of God for the People of God.
Receiving of Communion
All baptized Christian’s are invited to take communion. If you would rather only receive a blessing, or
decline the communion cup, cross your arms in front of you as the priest approaches. If you wish to pray
privately with a church member after communion, please walk towards the chapel to the right of the altar.

Communion Hymn 450

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name
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Celebrant: Let us Pray
Post Communion Prayer In unison
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of
your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of
Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and
for ever. Amen.
The Blessing
Celebrant: The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.
Sending Hymn 719 O Beautiful, For Spacious Skies (America)

(Continued)
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The Dismissal
Alleluia, alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ!
Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia!
Postlude


~~~~
Care Team
Get to know your St. Alban's Care Team! Under the direction of Kay
Lahdenpera, the Care Team provides spiritual support to our church members in
need. Currently this includes sending Prayer Cards, a Prayer List for those requesting
prayers, the Prayer desk at Church, Prayer Shawls and Scarves, Eucharistic Visitors
and the Community Care & Health Program (with more services forthcoming). You
may call the office to request any of these services or if you wish to serve with us.
The Team is also in need of persons interested in our Eucharistic Visitors
Program which visits our homebound friends and brings them the Eucharist. Call
or email the office if you want more info and/or would like to become a Eucharistic
Visitor; 727-360-8406, or stalbansbeach@gmail.com.
~~~~
Nurse’s Corner
Kay Lahdenpera, the Parish Nurse would like to share updates on
two national health issues.
The CDC has developed a new tool to help communities decide what prevention steps
need to be taken based on the latest information regarding COVID-19. Levels are
categorized as low/medium/and high. Take precautions by knowing what your
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current community level is. As of 5/23/22 Hillsborough and Pinellas counties level is
high. The CDC recommends that masks be worn in public indoor spaces when the
level is categorized as high.
Florida’s first Monkeypox case was reported on 5/23/22 in Brevard County as a
result of travel. Monkeypox cases are rare in the US, but it is important to know the
symptoms (particularly if you have recently traveled and/or had contact with
imported animals). Monkeypox symptoms include fever, headache, muscle aches,
swollen lymph nodes, chills and fatigue. A rash occurs 1 to 3 days after onset.
Symptoms are similar to, but milder than smallpox. The incubation period is 7-14
days.
~~~~
ECW General Meeting
All women are invited to an ECW (Episcopal Church Women) General
Meeting next Sunday, June 5th, after church (in the Parish Hall). With our
attention turned last year to keeping the church running, and COVID the year before,
we are finally in a position to reconstitute our ECW chapter board. To do this, we
first need to have our General Meeting and hold elections. St. Alban’s has had an
active ECW chapter for many decades. We have served as St. Alban’s primary fund
raiser through our all-volunteer Attic Shoppe and two annual community rummage
sales. See Gail Johnson for more information.
~~~~
Pentecost
Next Sunday, June 5th, the 50th day after Easter, is the day of Pentecost, when we
commemorate the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers of
Jesus. The Day of Pentecost is one of the seven principal feasts of the Episcopal
Church Year. In celebration, we invite you to wear colors of flame, orange, red, and
yellow to next Sunday’s service!
~~~~
Contacting Father Omar
Father Omar's office hours are Monday thru Thursday 8-4
Email address: stalbansbeachrector@gmail.com
Office phone: 727-360-8406
Cell phone: (for urgent after hours matters) 256-200-7403
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St Alban’s Calendar of Events
Sun, May 29 @ 10:00 am Holy Eucharist with music, Church
Sun, May 29

Pack a Sack (after the service)

Monday, May 30

Memorial Day (office closed)

Wed, June 1 @ 11:00 am Healing Service
Thurs, June 2 @ 1:30 pm CASA Meal Prep and Delivery
Looking Ahead
June 5

Pentecost

June 5

ECW General Meeting (after service)

June 11

Furniture Annex Open

Join Father Omar for:
Morning Prayer at 8:00 am on Facebook (Monday - Thursday)
(www.facebook.com/StAlbansEpiscopalChurchStPeteBeach)

Healing Service, Wednesdays at 11:00 am

St. Alban’s is a Parish in the Diocese of Southwest Florida
The Rt. Rev. Dabney T. Smith

Bishop

The Very Rev. Dr. Douglas Scharf

Bishop Co-Adjutor Elect

St. Alban’s Staff & Vestry

The Reverend Omar Reyes

Priest in C harge

The Rev. Marcus Crim

Deacon

Ms. Kay Mann

Musician

Ms. Beth Gentry-Gould

Office Administrator

Ms. Nancy Titus

Bookkeeper

Mr. Ron Smith

Sexton

Mr. Joe MacConnell

Senior Warden

Mr. Ed Case

Junior Warden

Mr. Scott Roeder

Secretary

Ms. Irene Pavese
Mr. Dave Gray
Ms. Barbara Hollar

Treasurer
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